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Be sure to check out the The Journal of 
Parasitology website for new papers, and 
information on how to submit your ma-
nuscript. With the continuous publication 
model, manuscripts go online as soon as 
formatting is complete. 

ASP members do not pay page charges 
for publishing in the JP. Open Access ra-
tes are $750 for members, and $1000 for 
non-members.

If you’d like to review for the Journal and 
have not already signed up to be a re-
viewer, please consider signing up here.

The President’s Corner By Tamara Cook
Welcome to the Fall 2022 edition of the President’s Corner.  To our new members, 
welcome to the American Society of Parasitologists! To our newly elected officers and 
council members, congratulations and thank you for your dedication to our society.  
To all of you who answered my call to volunteer your time, talent, and energy through 
service on the various ASP committees, my heart felt appreciation.  I would also like to 
thank our former president, Dr. Matt Bolek, our Past President, Dr. Vasyl Tkach, our Se-
cretary-Treasurer Lee Couch, and all current and former elected officers and appointed 
committee members for their continued dedication and support of our society over 
these last two difficult and challenging pandemic years.
 
I can’t begin to express how wonderful it was to get back to in-person, annual meetings 
and it was great to see so many of you in College Station, TX.  Through the tireless 
efforts of our Scientific Program Officers (Judith Humphries and Maria Castillo) and 
the Local Organizing Committee (masterfully helmed by Charles Criscione), the mee-
ting was a resounding success.  As always, the scientific sessions were informative; 
the President’s Symposium was conceptually stimulating; the Ward Medal and Read 
Mentor Award addresses were inspiring; and President Matt Bolek taught us that “Pa-
rasites are in the Driver’s Seat”.  And of course, the social gatherings were excellent 
opportunities for networking, catching up, and forming new collaborations.  I especially 
want to thank the ASP Education Committee for putting together the Parasites and 
Pedagogy Symposium; I came home with several ideas that I am incorporating into my 
parasitology course this fall!
 
The ASP continues to be a vibrant, active society.  While I could fill this entire news-
letter with the amazing things our society does a few highlights include…The Public 
Relations Committee, chaired by Joanna Cielocha, and our society Newsletter, edited 
by Kelly Weinersmith, continue to keep us connected and informed about all things 
parasitological, including the many accomplishments of our members. The Journal of 
Parasitology, under the leadership of our editor Richard Clopton, continues to provide 
our members interesting and relevant scientific content.  Our Education Committee 
continues to curate an archive of Open Edu-
cational Resources for parasitology educa-
tion and is working to build an educational 
network for sharing resources among the 
ASP members.  And, the ad hoc Committee 
on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, co-chai-
red by Steve Nadler and Julián Hillyer, wor-
ked with Dr. Sarah Rebolloso McCullough, 
Associate Director of the Feminist Research 
Institute at UC Davis to develop an outstan-
ding Zoom training module customized for 
the ASP; it truly was an amazing, interesting, 
and thought-provoking session. 

The ASP also continues to be steadfast in 
its support of the next generation of parasi-
tologists.  The late Bernard (Bernie) Fried, a 
long-time ASP member and staunch student 
advocate, bequeathed $500,000 to the ASP 
specifically for “Student Research and Tra-
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By Sarah Goodnight
Student Representative to ASP Council 2022–2023

vel Expenses”.  The ASP council is working diligently to 
determine how best to honor Dr. Fried’s wishes.  Additiona-
lly, at their most recent meeting in College Station, the ASP 
Council approved the creation of a “Best Student Poster 
Award” that mirrors the distribution of the awards given for 
oral presentations.
 
Finally, planning is well underway for our 2023 annual 
meeting July 13-26 at the InterContinental Hotel in Kansas 
City, MO. Mark your calendars and I look forward to seeing 
you all next summer.  In the meantime, if you have any 
recommendations for how the leadership can enhance the 
ASP experience, please share your thoughts with me or 
any of our council members.  Stay well and may all of your 
parasitological endeavors succeed!

I am so excited to introduce myself as the new Student 
Representative for ASP this year. I am a PhD candidate in 
my fifth (and hopefully final…) year at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity: Harbor Branch, and I love parasite ecology in all its 
forms! I have a wide variety of research interests stemming 
from this love for parasites, so my dissertation work inves-
tigates quite a diversity of questions. I focus mainly on tre-
matodes in freshwater ponds, and how cannibalistic host 
interactions impact parasite populations across scales in 
these patchy habitats. I am also exploring how parasites 
alter host communication and potentially drive sexual se-
lection dynamics in amphibians. 

As the Student Re-
presentative, it is 
my intent to com-
municate with our 
student members 
and coordinate 
yearly program-
ming that aligns 
with student inte-
rests. Specifically, 
I aim to organize a 
dynamite Student 
Symposium for the annual meeting and I want to hear 
YOUR thoughts! I welcome everyone to weigh in with your 
perspectives on how the symposium has succeeded in the 
past, and what you want to see this year. This will be my 
first time at an ASP meeting, so I am counting on more 
experienced members to share their thoughts on making 
this another successful event! I am currently planning the 
symposium’s theme and would love to include a wide di-
versity of presenters and research. I see this symposium 
as a great opportunity to talk about research in a welco-
ming space with like-minded folks, and particularly want 
to encourage students to attend who may not have had 
the opportunity to attend other meetings (since many of us 
have missed out on conference experiences due to COVID 
concerns!).
 
Speaking of the pandemic, another of my goals is keeping 
our meeting and student symposium as accessible and 
safe as possible, to all our members. If you have specific 
thoughts or advice on setting up our COVID safety net for 
the meeting I highly encourage you to reach out to me. It 
is my goal and my job as the Student Representative to 
advocate for the student members of this society, so do 
not hesitate to make your voice heard on this or any other 
topic!
 
I am beyond excited to meet my fellow ASP members in 
person at the meeting next year—some of y’all I have met 
virtually either through Zoom or email, and others I have 
yet to meet! I’ve said it already, but just to say it again I 
highly encourage everyone to reach out to me if you have 
a presenter or theme in mind for the student symposium, 
have other suggestions about events this year, or have 
questions about anything at all! I am always ready to lend 
an ear (or an email). Before I go, I would also like to thank 
and acknowledge the previous Student Representative 
Kay Chalkowski for handing me the reins and getting me 
started on the job. Thank you for having me serve as your 
Student Rep this year, and I look forward to getting started!

Email: sgoodnight2021@fau.edu
Website: goodnightecology.weebly.com

ASP 2023 Kansas City
Mark your calendars for ASP 
2023 in Kansas City, Mis-
souri next July 13–16th. We 
anticipate the Call for Pa-
pers to be made in mid-De-
cember. Details on abstract 
submission (including stu-
dent award applications), 
registration, special ses-
sions, and other important 
deadlines will be included in 
the Call. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the City of 
Fountains! 
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Congratulations to the award winners from ASP’s 2022 an-
nual meeting in College Station, TX! 

Congratulations to our faculty award winners! 
• Henry Baldwin Ward Medal: Patrick Hanington
• Clark P. Read Mentor Award: Richard Clopton
• Ashton Cuckler New Investigator Award: Tyler Achatz

Introductions of our award winners and their wonderful 
speeches will be published in an upcoming issue of The 
Journal of Parasitology. 

Congratulations to our student award winners! 
Outstanding Student Paper Competition Winners

• Chen-Hua Li: Patterns of gene expression in wood 
ants infected with larvae of the iconic manipulator Di-
crocoelium dendriticum

• Alexandria Nelson: Description, redescription, and 
life cycles of four philophthalmids (Trematoda: Di-
genea) from the California horn snail, Cerithideopsis 
californica (Gastropoda: Potamididae)

Meritorious Student Paper Competition Winners
• Sara Fresard: Identification of a unique pre-beta hi-

gh-density lipoprotein as a third trypanosome lytic 
factor

• Cole J. Meier: Effects of photosensitive insecticides 
(PSIs) on life history traits and population survival of 
Anopheles gambiae mosquitoes

Marc Dresden Student Travel Grant Award Winners

Jessica Paul
Sara Fresard
Anaí Novoa
Daniel Metz
Deblina Misra
Kara Heilemann
John Brule
Jakson Martens
Alexandria Nelson
Jordan Salomon
Allison Bryant
Marisa Fonseca
Steve Ksepka
Micah Brett Warren
Dayani Patuwatha 
  Withanage

News from the 
97th Annual ASP Meeting

Resolutions from the 2022 meeting of the American 
Society of Parasitologists
2022 Resolutions Committee: Ben Hanelt, Agustín Jimé-
nez, and Jillian Detwiler

Augustín: Mientras que los miembros de la Sociedad 
Americana de Parasitólogos emergieron de sus encie-
rros y tras dos años se reencontraron en College Station, 
Texas, donde disfrutaron de un congreso inolvidable or-
ganizado por el comité local (Charles Criscione, Christi-
na Anaya, Tamara Cook, Kristin Herrman, Jessica Light, 
and Guilherme Gomes Verocai), quienes se encargaron 
que la comida y bebida fluyeran como El Grande y fueron 
atendidos por personal eficiente y cortéz.

Jill: And whereas Program Officers Maria Castillo and 
Judith Humphires assembled an impressive number of 
135 abstracts into a 3.5 day program at The George and 
Cavalry hotels in College Station where it was so hot, it 
wouldn’t register on a heat map and snails were turning 
into jerky on the spot.

Ben: And whereas residents of The George found them-
selves delighted by sheep that showed a range of perso-
nalities and interests.

Augustín: And whereas the local organizing committee 
made of Charles Criscione, Christina Anaya, Tamara 
Cook, Kristin Herrman, Jessica Light, and Guilherme Go-
mes Verocai ensured that the rooms and the venue were 
comfortable and that the coffee, beer, wine, margaritas 
and finger foods flowed freely.

Jill: And whereas we discovered that the hotel’s DJ was 
no match for Charles Criscione and his right hand wo-
man Miranda for ensuring that the Ecology and Evolution 
session on Day 1 was not out competed by the hotel’s DJ 
blasting “One of these Nights” by the Eagles. As the lyrics 
of the song say “he’ll find you one of these nights!”

Ben: And whereas, although we appreciated being back 
to a live meeting in College Station, we missed the com-
forts of the virtual meeting: Zooming in from home, sta-
ying in our pajamas, being able to switch off our cameras 
to make microwave popcorn, and skipping the deodorant.

Augustín: And whereas Matt Bolek’s students cringed at 
the thought of him “in the Driver’s Seat”, his tenure as 
President was pretty sweet.

Jill: And whereas the student symposium included 3 
speakers who provided valuable information on how to 
use art and story, that graduate school will end in hero’s 
glory, and reiterated that like graduate supervisors, artists 

Rachael Joakim 
Matthew Kulpa
Genevieve Ivec
Corinne Conlon
CarolineLiang
Abbe Pannucci
Gustavo Mendez
Kaylee Kipp
Logan Elkin
Adriana Perrucci
Justin Krol
Morgan Fleming
Cole Meier
Ian Daniel
Haley Dutton



Dr. Vasyl Tkach

In this ASP Member Spotlight, we inter-
view Dr. Vasyl Tkach, who is a Full Profes-
sor of Biology at the University of North Dakota. 

What drew you to parasitology in particular?
After my first year at the Uzhgorod State University in 
Ukraine, I planned to become a botanist and study orchids, 
mainly due to their intricate biology. However, soon I dis-
covered that parasites are equally complex and yes, beau-
tiful. It all started when two older students who already 
studied helminths of 
fish, amphibians and 
reptiles, came to talk 
to me at the end of 
my freshman year. 
Since there was no 
lab at the depart-
ment available for 
student research, 
the only choice was 
the dorm room. The 
minimum number 
of people in a dorm 
room was 3 and 
they were looking 
for a third roommate 

Member Spotlight

Original interview questions by Abigail Kimball

ASP news, cont’d.
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don’t like to work with people who plan their time poorly.

Ben: And whereas the Student Auction raised $9,575 
that included large sums being spent on cartoons of pa-
rasitologists recovering their precious worms in the ba-
throom as well as an intense battle for a mandala where 
an undergraduate emerged as the winner. We hope he 
gets a travel grant next year!

Augustín: And whereas there were more Yellow Cards 
raised during Student Auction than during the Nether-
lands vs USA World Championship match.

Jill: And whereas the President’s Symposium reminded 
us that if we think like parasites, it could mean that we are 
brainless and that it is good to stop and take the time to 
appreciate weird stuff.

Ben: And whereas the participants and members of the 
American Society of Parasitologists came once again 
well prepared and full of enthusiasm to deliver fascina-
ting information on: 

Pet owner’s heartworm biases; shot-in-the arm to 
sink schistosomiasis; Zombie ants that don’t latch on; 
wild-caught asian tiger prawn; Hopper gregarines from 
the Midwest; putting venereal transmission to the test; 
Physid snails as sentinels; hosts from the Yucatan with 
tentacles; Chemical cues in freshwater snails; large ce-
ment gland in Neo-echino-rhynchus males; Parasites in 
bison herds; Eimeria in gecko turds; Trematode mating 
system dynamics, and intramolluscan trematode antics; 
Birds hitting windows with great big splat; parasite inspi-
ration from our President Matt!

Augustín: And whereas, the membership of the ASP 
met in cosmopolitan College Station, Texas to learn how 
Gyrodactilids mingle with social hosts and emerge from 
virgin births, a mode fully endorsed by the Republic’s Le-
gislature.

Jill: And whereas the membership was sent through a 
spiraling vortex of snail taxonomic vicissitudes, followed 
by details on what snail invasions include, they were fur-
ther subjected to pin-ball games, in which the mighty ne-
matomorph cyst to paratenic snail hosts takes aim.

Ben: And whereas we look forward to bringing ASP back 
to the home of its first annual meeting site next year in 
Kansas City, Missouri (seriously... Check the back of your 
programs). We know next year’s meeting will be filled 
with bar-b-que, baseball, and boulevard beer.

Augustín: Y mientras que el arduo trabajo de infatigables 
parasitólogos resultó en la documentación de alimañas, 
caracoles, insectos y parásitos que trascienden más allá 
de las áridas llanuras de la América del Norte.

Jill: Let it be resolved that the 93nd  annual meeting of the 
American Society of Parasitologists was a heat stroking, 
barbeque smoking, pool soaking, toads croaking, Presi-
dent Bolek not smoking, thought provoking, despite rights 
revoking, success.



Spotlight, cont’d.
who would be OK with dissecting animals in the room and 
basically turning it into a lab. For some reason (and appa-
rently after talking to other freshmen), they thought I was 
that person. They were right. When early in the fall semes-
ter of 1981 I saw for the first time a live tapeworm con-
tracting in the open intestine I was mesmerized and never 
looked back. A concept of a living creature inside another 
organism sounded incredible to me then and is still incre-
dible to me now. So, I traded orchids for parasites. For the 
record – at the time I did not know about the famous com-
parison of a parasitologist to an orchid by Asa Chandler.

What has been one of your most exciting discoveries?
I believe my most exciting discovery is not published yet. 
Otherwise, among the large number of parasites of all sorts 
that I found in different corners of the world one is most me-
morable. While working on parasites of Australian turtles 
with Scott Snyder, on one of the trips to Western Australia 
in the Lake Argyle area, I found very unusual digeneans 
in the hind gut and rectum of red-faced turtles. Under the 
dissecting scope I saw rows of elevated glands on their 
ventral surface like those found in some monostomes, e.g. 
Notocotylidae and Microscaphidiidae. But these digeneans 
clearly had a ventral sucker, therefore I was certain that I 
had a new genus and maybe a new family at hand. I was in 
this celebratory mood until back in the United States I had 
a chance to stain and mount the specimens. Even before 
I obtained sequence data it was clear that it was “just” a 
bizarre member of the genus Aptorchis, all members of 
which are known only from Australian turtles. So, no new 
genus, but a new, highly unusual species. To the best of 
my knowledge, it was the first and still the only member of 
the Plagiorhioidea having these structures.  Somehow, the 
presence of these glands in different groups of digeneans 
is strongly associated with living in the hindgut, rectum or 
ceca. I still have no idea why and I do not think anyone does.

Do you prefer field work or laboratory work?
This is a tie because they are connected and interde-
pendent. There is nothing like working in the lab on 
the treasures collected during a most recent collec-
ting trip. I equally love both these activities. I can tell, 
however, the type of activity I like the least: paperwork.

Any funny stories from the field?
I did field work every year since 1985, sometimes working 
on 3-4 different continents in a single season, therefore 
there are many stories. One of them can be found in a re-
cent field note “Bayou Magic” on the ASP blog. Another fun 
episode happened on the Luzon Island, Philippines. We 
needed to cross a somewhat wide and fast moving creek 
in rainforest. Instead of looking for a place to wade across, 

I spotted a sturdy looking vine hanging over the creek so I 
decided to play a Tarzan and cross the creek without getting 
wet. Although the vine was indeed sturdy enough and I was 
in a good enough shape to do it if the vine was dry, the vine 
turned out to be very slippery due to wet moss and lichens. 
I could not hold on to it well and fell down into water right in 
the middle of the creek, just like in one of those TV shows 
where participants try to go through various obstacles. It 
was relatively shallow, I only got a couple scratches from 
rocks and the rest of the crew had a good laugh. My came-
ra (a long zoom point and shoot) was not so lucky, though, 
and stopped working after being submerged. That was a 
reminder for me that things may be not what they look like.

What’s your favorite parasite and why is it the coolest?
Favorite and coolest are different. It would be difficult to 
choose one, anyway, because I worked with a huge variety 
of species and groups. Speaking of my personal choices for 
coolest, I take the liberty to name one from the three largest 
groups I work with. Among digeneans it would be members 
of the genus Choanocotyle parasitic in Australian turtles 
that have a bizarre pillow-shaped structure instead of oral 
sucker. Among cestodes, cyclophyllideans have a hard 
time competing in coolness with some tapes from elasmo-
branchs, but they can stand the ground in the elegance 
category. The coolest to me personally are members of 
the genus Tatria parasitic in grebes. My students call them 
“Christmas tree tapeworms” and you can see why. Among 
nematodes, the anterior end of Ancyracanthus from South 
American turtles beats anything I have seen among parasi-
tic nematodes. It looks like a monster from your bad dreams.

In your opinion, what are the benefits of having inter-
national collaborators?
Without a doubt, I would not be able to do most of what I 
have done, without a network of terrific colleagues around 
the world. I collaborated or collaborate with colleagues from 
at least 30 countries on all continents and find collaboration 
one of the most rewarding aspects of my research. Despite 
living in a small town lost between soybean and beet fields 
half a year and frozen tundra the other half, students in my 
lab feel that they are a part of a broader, international scien-
tific community. It gives a certain amount of satisfaction 
that on a cold winter day in North Dakota we may work on 
specimens from Australia, Kenya, Philippines or Ecuador.
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What advice would you offer to someone starting a ca-
reer in scientific research?
Spend enough time looking for the subject that you rea-
lly like. Unlike some other areas of human activity, in 
science you have to enjoy doing what you are doing, 
otherwise it will not work. If you can, stick to people 
who are not only good scientists, but are also comforta-
ble to work with. Once you have become established in 
your field, try something new outside your comfort zone.

What qualities make a good mentor?
This question is impossible to answer briefly, so just a 
few thoughts. Create conditions and environment for stu-
dents to grow and succeed. Make sure students know 
that they are equal colleagues and that the learning is 
always bi-directional. Encourage initiative and creativi-
ty rather than just make students do things the way you 
do them. Do not praise without a good reason, otherwise 
your praise loses its value. Lead by example in the field 
and in the lab; try to do the same chores as everyone 
else does, even if it is not possible to the same extent. 
Once you see that a student has developed to a certain 
level, get out of the way and just standby ready to help.

Do you have any tricks for handling frustrating situa-
tions (i.e. when experiments aren’t going well, your pa-
per was rejected, etc.)?
This happens to everyone. The ability to get over a frus-
tration and stay positive is one of the critical qualities for 
anyone working in academia. I always remember that 
I am blessed being able to do what I love doing, that 
there are many good people around, that I can help so-
meone else and that things can always get better. Any 
work related problems I may have are minor compared 
to the difficulties I experienced earlier in my life and in-
finitely smaller than what a lot of people experience on 
daily basis, including in my native Ukraine right now. 
Do not let frustration win. As a practical advice, I would 
say go fishing for a few hours, but in ND it is not possi-
ble 7 months of the year unless you are into ice fishing.

Favorite book? Seems like you like Tolkien 
I do like Tolkien. The “Lord of the Rings” in my subjective 
opinion is close to an ideal piece of literature from every 
viewpoint – the conception, the completeness and develo-
pment of the plot and characters, and of course, the writing 
itself. Feel free to argue, but you will not sway me on this. 
My favorite author, however, is the British naturalist, ani-
mal collector, zookeeper and excellent writer Gerald Du-
rrell whose books I read and re-read many times. Other 
than that, I am more or less omnivorous. If it is a good 
book I will read it whether it is classic literature, history, 

Spotlight, cont’d. biography (“The Agony and the Ecstasy”, “Madame Curie 
by Her Daughter” are among favorites), travel (Bill Bryson) 
or science fiction (classics by Isaac Azimov, Roger Zelaz-
ny and many others). Well, even a Jack Reacher story is 
great for a transoceanic flight. I am guilty of reading al-
most exclusively from Kindle ever since its introduction.

If you could have dinner with anyo-
ne alive or dead, who would it be?
Can I have dinner with two people? That would be my 
two biggest heroes: Louis Pasteur and Marie Sklodows-
ka-Curie. If I only had to pick one it would be Louis Pas-
teur, the man whose invincible belief was that scien-
ce and peace will triumph over ignorance and war.

Your research projects seem to span the globe (Aus-
tralia, South America, etc.), what has been your favori-
te place to work/visit?
It is truly impossible to pick between Andes, Rockies, Car-
pathians, Mount Kenya, savanna, rainforest or Australian 
outback. If I was pressed to name a single region that 
would be Australia where we had several unforgettable ex-
peditions with my dear friend and colleague Scott Snyder. 
The next would be Pantanal at the end of the wet season.

Do you have an story you want to share for a field note or 
want to suggest a member for us to spotlight? Would you 
like to send in a summary of your regional society mee-
ting? Then please send an email to: Weinersmith@Rice.
edu.
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presented by Dr. Vjollca Konjufca, of Southern Illinois Uni-
versity. Their talk, titled “Chlamydia pathogenesis, tissular 
transmission and vaccine development” covered seve-
ral interesting topics tied to pathogenesis of intracellular 
Chlamydia.

At the Business Meeting, reports were received from the 
various committees. The first of these was the Auditing 
Committee, composed of Sarah Orlofske and Roiya Me-
yer. After review of financial statements, receipts, account 
registers, and tax documents, the committee found AM-
COP’s financial records to be in order. Outgoing Secre-
tary/Treasurer Robert Sorensen followed this report by 
presenting the Treasurer’s report for 2021 and incoming 
Secretary/Treasurer Michalski presented the interim finan-
cial report for 2022. These reports were both approved by 
the membership.

The Meeting Sites Committee confirmed that AMCOP 74 
would be held in 2023 at University of Wisconsin Stevens 
Point. Respective Program Officers for AMCOP 75–76 
confirmed the availability of those meeting sites. The mee-
ting site for AMCOP 76 was moved from Wilmington Co-
llege to Winona State University and for AMCOP 77 from 
University of North Dakota to Eastern Illinois University.  
The future meeting sites are:
 AMCOP 74—2023: University of Wisconsin-
 Stevens Point, Stevens Point, Wisconsin
 AMCOP 75—2024: University of Wisconsin-
 Oshkosh, Oshkosh, Wisconsin
 AMCOP 76—2025: Winona State University, 
 Winona, Minnesota
 AMCOP 77—2026: Eastern Illinois University,
 Charleston, Illinois
The Nominating Committee was represented by Sarah Or-
lofske and Vasyl Tkach and put forward the following nomi-
nations for AMCOP 74 leadership positions: Elliott Zieman, 
Eastern Illinois University (Presiding Officer), Sarah Orlo-
fske, University of Wisconsin Stevens Point (Program Offi-
cer); Michelle Michalski, University of Wisconsin Oshkosh 
(Secretary/Treasurer, 2-year term). The nominated candi-
dates were elected to their positions by the membership. 
Douglas Woodmansee and Kurt Galbreath volunteered to 
serve on the Student Research Grant committee for a two-
year term, replacing Kim Bates and Dennis Minchella.
The Resolutions Committee (Elliott Zieman and Matthew 
Walker) entertained the membership with their eloquently 
composed consideration for all involved in making AMCOP 
73 a great success.

The AMCOP Student Research Grant Committee—Sara 
Zimmer (Chair), Kim Bates, Robert Jadin, John Chan, Kim 
Bates, and Dennis Minchella—recommended funding of 

73rd Annual Midwestern Conference of Parasitologists 
(AMCOP)
By Shelly Michalski, Secretary/Treasurer

The 73rd Annual Midwestern Conference of Parasitolo-
gists was held on June 9-11, 2022, at Touch of Nature Edu-
cation Center in Makanda, IL. Dr. Melissa Stuart served 
as Presiding Officer and Dr. Agustín Jiménez of Southern 
Illinois University made local arrangements and served as 
Program Officer. Forty-six members registered and partici-
pated in the meeting.

The meeting was filled with interesting and informative 
presentations that consisted of 11 talks, and 14 posters. 
Of these, 6 talks and 12 posters were entered in compe-
tition for the student presentation awards. Four awards 
were given to student members of AMCOP this year. The 
C. A. Herrick Award and $300 for the outstanding student 
poster was awarded to Fabian Pallo from Western Illinois 
University for their poster “Positive co-occurrence be-
tween two gastrointestinal parasites in white-footed mice 
(Peromyscus leucopus).” This award was sponsored by 
AMCOP. The G. R. LaRue Award and $300 for outstan-
ding student talk was awarded to Ashley McDonald of Sou-
thern Illinois University for their talk, “Evaluating Volatile 
Organic Compounds for Contact-Independent Antagonism 
of Pseudogymnoascus destructans.” Cora Siuda from 
Northern Michigan University was awarded the R. M. Ca-
ble undergraduate award and $200 for their presentation 
“Improving the Resolution of Intercontinental Colonization 
by Pikas Through Improved Geographic Sampling and Nu-
clear DNA Sequencing.” An Honorable Mention award and 
$100 was given to Nicole Olinger, from Southern Illinois 
University, for their presentation titled “Domestication of 
the Nematomorph in a Laboratory Setting.”  An Honorable 
Mention award and $100 was given to Adrienne Stanley, 
from Southern Illinois University, for their presentation tit-
led “How are Parasite Infracommunities Affected by Host 
Tissue Stochiometry in Largemouth Bass.”  Additionally, 
to encourage our presenters to take their presentations 
to other meetings, all annual winners are invited to claim 
an additional $200 to support travel to a scientific meeting 
prior the next AMCOP meeting.

This year’s symposium was a presentation by Dr. Samni-
queka Halsey of University of Missouri Columbia on the 
topic of “Exploring host-tick associations to understand di-
sease emergence patterns by combining long-term data 
sets and computational approaches”.  This was followed 
by a discussion of “The Importance of Peers and Mento-
ring in Both Recruitment and Retention in the Sciences” 
by Dr. Halsey.  The presentation and discussion were mo-
derated by Dr. Melissa Stuart. The Keynote Address was 
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Regional Societies, cont’d.
two proposals submitted for Student Research Grants.  
Two funded proposals for $500 were awarded to Aparna 
Gajulapalli of Lawrence University for “Rotation Rates in 
Biomphalaria glabrata” and to Zoe Von Holten of Middle 
Georgia State University for “Re-evaluating the diversity of 
the Cyathocotylidae (Digenea) from snakes.”

The annual silent auction included the sale of 35 donated 
items raised $170.50 to support future AMCOP activities. 
Most of this was provided by the sale of beer glasses prin-
ted with images of parasites.

Items brought forward for discussion during the Business 
Meeting included a discussion about changing the name 
of AMCOP to ‘Midwestern Association of Parasitologists” 
(MAP), and to keep ‘AMCOP’ as the name of the annual 
event sponsored by MAP.  This change was approved by 
the majority of voting members. There was discussion of 
renaming the Presiding Officer to President, this was voted 
down by the membership.  Finally, there was discussion to 
clarify the verbiage in the by-laws with respect to the $200 
cash award available to student award winners that can be 
used towards registration for another meeting.  It was una-
nimously decided that the 2022 Policy Committee change 
the by-laws to clarify the process and timeline for students 
applying for this award. 

Secretary/Treasurer Michalski reported that a lawyer has 
been retained for 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status for AMCOP 
and that she will make sure that the name change is ca-
rried through on those documents.

Happenings at the Helmin-
thological Society of Was-
hington
By Kelly Weinersmith

On Saturday, April 30th Hel-
mSoc held its 727th meeting! 
The meeting was hybrid, 
with folks joining us virtually 
over Zoom and in-person at 
Shenandoah University. The 
hybrid format allowed us to keep in touch with new para-
site-loving friends that we’ve made during the pandemic. 
For example, Dr. Chahinez Bouguerche gave us an upda-
te on her work with Cyclocotyla bellones, a monogenean 
hyperparasite! It lives on a cymothoid isopod parasite that 
infects the buccal cavity of fish like Boops boops. She dis-
covered that even though the monogenean is living on the 
isopod, it’s actually eating fish blood! This is so wonderfully 
creepy that my husband stopped eating his dinner after I 

told him about it the evening after the conference. I enjoy 
creeping him out, and appreciate Chahinez’s help in this 
regard. 

Five students presented, and all gave wonderful talks! Ni-
colas Nase and Ashley Sias (Pennsylvania State Universi-
ty, York Campus)  gave a joint talk on the impacts of wild-
fires on parasite and host genetics, for which they won the 
The Judith Humphrey Shaw Undergraduate Award! 

The first prize for the Stirewalt-Lincicome Student Award 
went to Elise McKean (George Washington University), for 
her talk “Using activation assays to determine pyrantel re-
sistance in the hookworm Ancylostoma caninum.” While 
there was some debate about the right way to pronounce 
“Ancylostoma”, there was no debating that this talk was 
wonderful. The runner up for this award was Haley Jet-
ter (George Washington University), who gave a great talk 
entitled “A comparison of thermal responses across the 
phylum nematoda.” The talk featured both lasers and vi-
deos of parasite behavior, so a good time was had by all.

Caption: Winners of the Judith Humphrey Shaw Undergraduate Award. 
Nicolas Nase (left) and Ashley Sias (middle) with Dr. Mike Zimmermann.

Caption: Elise McKean (left, winner of the Stirewalt-Lincicome Student 
Award), and Haley Jetter (middle, runner-up). 
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Students presenting virtually weren’t eligible for the 
awards, but we’d be remiss if we didn’t mention the epic 
talk given by Adriana Perrucci (Tarleton State University) 
on parasites of freshwater mussels. She has a contagious 
enthusiasm for parasites!

Dr. Peter Thompson from the USDA gave our Member Hi-
ghlight talk, and told us about the newest molecular tech-
niques that are allowing us to better understand outbreaks 
of Trichinella spiralis. It was a fascinating talk, and I think 
all of us sleep a little better knowing that Peter is on Trichi-
nella’s tail! 

A huge thanks to Dr. Michael Zimmermann for organizing 
the event! 

Regional Societies, cont’d.

The Northern California Parasitologists
By Mike Moser

The Northern California Parasitologist (NCP) will hold their 
annual meeting in Spring 2023. It will be hosted by Dr Ste-
ve Nadler at the University of California, Davis (UCD).The 
guest speaker will be Dr Geoff Attardo, UCD. His topic will 
be on African trypanosomes and tsetse vectors. This will be 
a hybrid meeting which will permit us to have an in-person 
meeting and the advantage of sharing our ZOOM mee-
ting with our colleagues that are not present. The link to 
the meeting will be shared with the other regional societies 
and our international members. We hope that there will be 
an increase in facilities to provide hybrid meetings among 
our members and the willingness to share their meetings.

Southwestern Association of Parasitologists (SWAP)
By Joanna Cielocha

The Southwestern Association of Parasitologists will meet 
for their 56th annual meeting at the University of Oklaho-
ma Biological Station (UOBS) on April 21–23, 2023, with   
John Shea serving as President.

Drs. Ashleigh Smythe and Florian Reyda addressing both our live and 
virtual audiences during the Business Meeting.
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Call for Nominations for 
ASP Officers & 

Representatives
The Nominating & Tellers Committee is charged with de-
veloping a slate of candidates to stand for election as offi-
cers and representatives for the Society. The first task of 
the Committee is to identify candidates willing to commit 
to service for the Society for the elected positions. Thus, 
we are looking to identify: 1) two candidates to run for 
the office of Vice-President and its four required years of 
service, 2) four candidates from which two Council Mem-
bers-at-Large will be elected for a four-year term, 3) nine 
candidates from which the next five Nominating & Tellers 
Committee members will be elected, and 4) a minimum of 
two student members to stand for election as the next Stu-
dent Representative to Council. Brief descriptions of the 
positions, their requirements, and their terms are outlined 
below.

We value the collective wisdom of the membership and 
wish to solicit input into this process. We will gladly enter-
tain suggestions or recommendations of qualified candida-
tes for any of the listed positions. Please contact the Chair 
of the Nominating & Tellers Committee, Ashleigh Smythe, 
at the following email (SmytheAB@vmi.edu) with your su-
ggestions before 30 November 2022. Please put “ASP No-
minee” in the subject line when you send your nomination.

POSITIONS FOR ELECTION
Vice-President (2 candidates required): The Vice Presi-
dent serves four years. The Vice President, at the comple-
tion of his/her term, shall become the President-Elect, then 
President, then Immediate Past President. The Vice Presi-
dent is strongly encouraged to attend at least two different 
annual meetings of Affiliated Societies, other than his/her 
own, and develop a forum or workshop where issues of 
importance to the American Society of Parasitologists and 
affiliates can be discussed. The Vice-President shall also 
serve as a non-voting member of the Priorities Committee.

Council Members-at-Large (4 candidates required):
Council Members-at-Large serve four-year terms. Ter-
ms are staggered in such a manner that there are 
two regular vacancies to be filled each year. Coun-
cil Members-at-Large may not be nominated or elec-
ted to sequential terms but may serve more than once.  

Nominating & Tellers Committee (9 candidates required):
The Nominating & Tellers Committee nominates candi-
dates for the offices of Vice-President and Council Mem-
bers-at-Large, the Secretary-Treasurer (as needed), and 
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members for the succeeding Nominating & Tellers Com-
mittee. The Committee also tallies the annual election ba-
llots. Election to the Nominating & Tellers Committee is by 
plurality – the top five are elected and the person with the 
most votes serves as the Chair. The term is for one year.

Student Representative to Council (2 candidates required):
Members in good standing will select two candidates 
to stand for election for the position of Student Mem-
ber-at-Large of Council. The term is for one year. All acti-
ve members of the Society may vote to elect the Student 
Member-at-Large. 

Call for Nominations, cont’d

2023 Call for 
Award Nominations

Each year the ASP gives several awards at the Annual 
Meeting. It is important that the committees involved re-
ceive nominations and supporting materials early in the 
annual meeting cycle to be able to process the materials 
in a timely manner. The awards listed below are those for 
which selection committees have been established for 
2023. Nominations and supporting materials should be 
submitted to the respective chairs of these committees. 
Information concerning the awards is also available on the 
ASP Society website (under the Awards link).

2023 Henry Baldwin Ward Award
Please submit nominations to: Dr. Kristin Herrmann (herr-
mann@tarleton.edu)
Nominations will close on January 22, 2023.
 Eligibility:  The recipient shall be a member of the 
Society for no less than three years at the time of the nomi-
nation, be in mid-career, and who, by self-directed investi-
gations, will have attained a position of leadership in some 
phase of parasitological research. The field of parasitology 
is considered to include, in general, those aspects of the 
science which are represented by reports published in the 
official organ of the Society, The Journal of Parasitology.
 Award:  The award consists of travel and accom-
modation expenses up to $1500, a $500 honorarium, a 
certificate, and the bronze Ward Medal presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society. The recipient will be expec-
ted to deliver a 45 minute acceptance speech.
 Nominations: The award is given to an outstan-
ding scientist in mid-career who has attained a position of 
leadership in some phase of parasitological research.
 (1) Members in good standing who nominate can-
didates for the Henry Baldwin Ward Medal should carefully 

determine the eligibility of their candidate according to the 
above eligibility rules.
 (2) Nominations for the Henry Baldwin Ward Me-
dal should be supported by adequate documentation to 
enable the Awards Committee to exercise critical evalua-
tion. At the least, this documentation should consist of: (a) 
a complete curriculum vitae providing a bibliography in 
which the authors are listed in the same sequence as in 
the published papers, and (b) three supporting letters, in-
cluding the original nominating letter. These letters should 
include a serious evaluation of the major aspects of the 
nominee’s scientific work.

2023 Ashton Cuckler New Investigator Award
Please submit nominations to: Dr. Kristin Herrmann (herr-
mann@tarleton.edu)
Nominations will close on January 22, 2023.
 Eligibility:  The award is given to a new investi-
gator who has, within the last two years, been awarded a 
Master or Doctoral degree in the field of Parasitology. Se-
lection will be based upon the body of research accompli-
shed during the candidate’s graduate studies. This “body 
of research” will be documented through: a) peer-reviewed 
journal or book publications directly related to research 
conducted in pursuit of and contained in the accepted 
graduate student thesis or dissertation, b) other peer-re-
viewed journal publications unrelated to the primary thesis 
or dissertation work, but derived from research conducted 
as a graduate student, c) papers and/or posters presented 
at scientific meetings as a graduate student, d) any outside 
recognition of research excellence which may include, but 
not be restricted to, best student paper awards, disserta-
tion improvement grants, student-initiated research grant 
support, and the like.
 Award:  The award will consist of travel and ac-
commodation expenses up to $1500, a $500 cash award, 
and a plaque to be presented during the Annual Meeting of 
the Society
 Nominations:  Nominations must be made within 
two years following awarding of the Master or Doctoral de-
gree, and the nominee must be a member of the ASP at 
the time the award is made.  Required documentation for 
award consideration should include:
 (1) A nominating letter by the student’s graduate 
advisor critically evaluating the quality and significance of 
the student’s research. (Note: the advisor must be a mem-
ber of ASP at the time of nomination.) 
  (2) Two letters of support from noted authorities 
outside of the nominee’s institution commenting on the sig-
nificance of the body of research accomplishments. The 
advisor will submit the name of one evaluator and the se-
cond will be chosen by the Awards Committee.

(3) The nominee will provide the following documentation: 

https://www.amsocparasit.org/
mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
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Call for Awards, cont’d
i) letter providing a self-evaluation of research accomplish-
ments; ii) thesis/dissertation abstract (two page limit); iii) 
curriculum vitae; and iv) reprints or copies of all research 
publications (published or in press).

2023 Distinguished Service Award
Please submit nominations to: Dr. Kristin Herrmann (herr-
mann@tarleton.edu)
Nominations will close on January 22, 2023.
 Eligibility:  Selection criteria: In choosing the awar-
dee, the collective criteria for determining service contribu-
tions may include: (a) longevity as an active ASP member 
as evidenced by continuous membership and regular at-
tendance at annual meetings; (b) active participation on 
ASP committees; (c) exceptional service in positions of 
leadership within the Society (officer, committee chairs, 
etc.); or exceptional leadership in promoting parasitology 
through active participation in regional parasitology socie-
ties or in the awardee’s geographical area, or both.
 Award:  The award consists of travel and accom-
modation expenses up to $1000 and an engraved plaque 
at the Annual Meeting.
 Nomination: Required documentation for the Dis-
tinguished Service Award nomination will include:
 (1) nomination letter summarizing the nominee’s 
qualifications for distinguished service recognition;
 (2) two additional supporting letters;
 (3) updated Curriculum Vitae of the candidate with 
an appended detailed description of the candidate’s contri-
bution to ASP, to the field of parasitology, or both.

2023 R. Barclay McGhee Memorial Lectureship  
Please submit nominations to: Dr. Susan Perkins (sper-
kins@ccny.cuny.edu)
Nominations will close January 22, 2023.
 Eligibility: The R. Barclay McGhee Memorial Lec-
tureship is awarded to honor a scientist in Barclay’s field of 
research, parasitic protozoology. The recipient must have 
made major research contributions to the biology of para-
sitic protists. Nominees are not required to be members 
of the American Society of Parasitologists, and there is no 
age limit.
 This prestigious award is named after a man who 
has impacted many active and retired parasitologists. His 
research dealt with the trypanosomatids in plants and 
insects, and avian blood parasites. He succeeded in de-
veloping a strain of avian Plasmodium that would infect 
mice. He was considered a true southern gentleman and 
endeavored to help others get their start in academia or in 
parasitology. Mentoring was a major strength of his. The 
recipient of this award should reflect this role, as well as be 
a productive, innovative, and meticulous scientist.

 Award: The recipient will present a 45-minute 
major address at the Annual Meeting of the Society sum-
marizing his/her research endeavors on parasitic protists. 
The recipient will receive an honorarium, paid travel and 
accommodations for the meeting up to $1000, and a com-
memorative plaque.
 Nominations: Nominations will be received from 
any member of the ASP and will consist of a primary nomi-
nation and a minimum of two seconds. The primary nomi-
nator will submit the candidate’s Curriculum Vitae, plus a 
summary outlining the candidate’s contributions to the field 
of parasitic protozoology. Those seconding a nomination 
must submit supporting letters that include a serious eva-
luation of major aspects of the nominee’s scientific work.

Sponsored Memberships

The American Society of Parasitologists has an ongoing 
effort to further increase our diversity and become even 
more inclusive by recruiting colleagues, domestic and fo-
reign, who for various reasons can not join ASP. Some 
cannot afford even the modest Associate Membership or 
online student dues. Others have political issues in foreign 
countries. We have instituted the Sponsor Membership ca-
tegory to help these colleagues become members. Mem-
bers can also gift a membership to one of their students 
or a domestic colleague. A member can be a sponsor for 
any of the membership categories shown on the ASP Mem-
bership link which is on the ASP Home page. The most 
common category for foreign sponsorship is the Associate 
Membership.  All sponsorships are tax deductible.  
 
The current economic situation and restrictions have made 
it difficult for many members.  But we hope you see the 
value of becoming a sponsor and will consider supporting 
a colleague if you can. These memberships have proven 
to be mutually beneficial. The person being sponsored has 
the full benefits of ASP membership. The sponsor has a 
new colleague who may have interesting and valuable ex-
periences and expertise to share. These connections can 
lead to future collaborations. In addition, the sponsor has 
helped make ASP an even richer resource for parasitology. 
For this, both ASP and a new colleague will thank you. 
 
If you desire to establish a Sponsored Membership, you 
may do so by contacting ASP’s membership administration 
office by phone (785-865-9405) or email (asp@allenpress.
com). Thank you for your consideration.

mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:herrmann%40tarleton.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:sperkins%40ccny.cuny.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:sperkins%40ccny.cuny.edu?subject=ASP%20Award%20Nomination
mailto:asp%40allenpress.com?subject=ASP%20Sponsored%20Membership
mailto:asp%40allenpress.com?subject=ASP%20Sponsored%20Membership


Support ASP by shopping through AmazonSmile. Go to 
smile.amazon.com, pick “American Society of Parasito-
logists Inc A New Mexico Nonprofit Corpo” as the group 
you’re supporting, and we’ll get 0.5% the cost of your eli-
gible purchases. 

Keep in Touch 
Twitter @amsocparasit

Facebook 
Instagram

ASP’s blog for more 
Field Notes, Member Spotlights, and ASP News

Join our ASP Listserv
Journal of Parasitology YouTube page 

(with video interviews with prominent members)
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Course Announcement: 
Biology of Vector-borne 

Diseases
The UI Institute for Health in the Human Ecosystem 
(IHHE) is hosting its annual Biology of Vector-borne 
Diseases six-day course, Monday through Saturday, 
June 12-17, 2023, on the UI campus in Moscow, Idaho. 
This course provides accessible, condensed training 
and "knowledge networking" for advanced graduate 
students, postdoctoral fellows, new faculty, and current 
professionals to ensure competency in basic biology and 
cutting-edge knowledge for U.S. and global vector-borne 
diseases of plants, animals, and humans.  
  
With the support of 30+ internationally recognized facul-
ty, we seek to train the next generation of scientists and 
professionals to think about vector-borne diseases as 
interconnected pathosystems and help them to develop 
effective solutions to current and emerging vector-borne 
disease threats in complex human ecosystems. 
  
Applications will be reviewed starting December 1, 2022, 
and applicants will be notified of their acceptance for the 
course in spring 2023. Please email chhe@uidaho.edu 
with any questions 
 
Please let me know if it is possible for you/your organiza-
tion to share our event information with your membership. 
Thanks very much for your time and consideration.” 
 
A link to our event is:  https://www.uidaho.edu/research/
entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases  
 
Apply here: 
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/
vector-borne-diseases/application 

http://smile.amazon.com
https://twitter.com/AmSocParasit
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmericanSocietyOfParasitologists/
https://www.instagram.com/amsocparasit/
https://www.amsocparasit.org/blog
mailto:https://www.amsocparasit.org/blog?subject=
https://www.amsocparasit.org/asp-listserv
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaR2c2f4mvn1dKKMn7Yy5zw
mailto:chhe%40uidaho.edu?subject=
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases    
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases    
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases    
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases/application 
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/ihhe/education/vector-borne-diseases/application 

